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GROWING SCANDAL 


GREITENS FACES CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 


Governor admits affair but denies allegation of blackmail 


TIMELINE OF EVENTS 


This timeline of events contains information from 
the ex-husband of a woman who he says had 

an extramarital relationship with Greitens. On 
Wednesday night, Greitens confessed to an affair 
but denied that he had taken a photograph of a 
woman or threatened her with its release, as her 
ex-husband has alleged. 


Prior to 2015 « A hair stylist gets to know 
Greitens as a client at the Central West End 
salon where she works, according to her former 
husband. At the time, Greitens is a successful 
author with no political position. 


February 2015 e Greitens publicly announces 
his intention to run for statewide office. 


March 21, 2015 « According to comments the 
woman would later make to her husband, 
Greitens and the woman meet for the first time 

in his Central West End home. In his basement 
gym, Greitens allegedly binds her wrists to 
exercise equipment with tape, blindfolds her and 
partly undresses her. Then, without her consent, 
he allegedly takes her picture. He allegedly 
threatens to use it against her if she exposes him. 


March 25, 2015 e In audio obtained by the Post- 
Dispatch, the woman’s husband confronts the 
woman while they’re seated in a parked car and, 
as he surreptitiously records the conversation, 
she admits to visiting the future governor’s 
house days earlier. The woman tells her 
husband about the encounter and the picture he 
allegedly took. (The husband would later make 
her aware of the audio recording, he says.) 


Sept. 26, 2015 « Greitens launches his campaign 
for governor. 


Oct. 20, 2015 • The woman emails Greitens, 
asking him to stop coming to the salon, according 
to an email obtained by the Post-Dispatch. 


December 2015 « The woman and her husband 
file for divorce. 


September 2016 « Two months before the general 
election, the now-ex-husband is approached by 

a Democratic operative, but the allegations don’t 
come to light before the election. 


Nov. 8, 2016 « Greitens wins election as Missouri 
governor. 


Fall 2017 • Rumors of the allegations begin 
percolating again in Missouri political circles. 

The Post-Dispatch obtains information, including 
interviews with the ex-husband and the tape he 
made, but holds off publishing the story because of 
the woman’s refusal to be interviewed. 


Wednesday night « Hours after Greitens delivers 
his second State of the State speech in Jefferson 
City, KMOV-TV (Channel 4) airs the allegations of the 
affair and related blackmail, without confirmation 
from the woman. In response to that story, Greitens 
issues a Statement acknowledging an affair, while 
his attorney issues another statement vehemently 
denying any blackmail allegation. In response to 
those statements, the Post-Dispatch and other 
media report on the allegations. 
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Eric Greitens, then the governor-elect, and his wife, Sheena, talk outside their Central 
West End home on Dec. 6, 2016, the day after Sheena was robbed at gunpoint. 


Statutes outlaw nonconsensual photos 


BY KEVIN MCDERMOTT AND SKY CHADDE 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens has admit- 
ted having an extramarital affair, but he 
vehemently denies the explosive related 
allegation: that he snapped a photo of his 
partly undressed mistress, without her 
consent, during a sexual encounter and 
then threatened to publicize the image if 
she exposed their affair. 

“No violence. No picture taken. No 
threat of blackmail,” Greitens’ attorney, 
James Bennett, reiterated Thursday in a 


written statement to the Post-Dispatch. 

The specific denial of a “picture taken” 
is important, because even that — just 
the snapping of a nonconsensual photo 
— could be a crime in Missouri. And it’s 
possible the state’s law on the subject 
could become tougher this year. 

“Both federal and Missouri law protect 
people’s reasonable expectations of pri- 
vacy that they won’t be photographed in 
a state of nudity or partial nudity without 
their explicit consent,” Sandy Davidson, 


See PHOTOS ° Page A10 


BY JACK SUNTRUP 
AND KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY e St. Louis Circuit 
Attorney Kim Gardner will launch a 
criminal investigation into accusa- 
tions engulfing Gov. Eric Greitens, 
she announced Thursday afternoon. 

Greitens’ acknowledgment 
Wednesday of an extramarital affair 
— and denial of possible blackmail — 
shook the GOP-controlled state cap- 
ital on Thursday. 

While GOP legislative leaders lim- 
ited their statements to expressions 
of concern and requests that Greit- 
ens be honest about what happened, 
a bipartisan chorus of senators called 
on Attorney General Josh Hawley, a 
Republican, to investigate. 

“The seriousness of this allegation 
and the implications it will have on 
the integrity of our state government 
are deeply disturbing,” their letter 
said. 

But a spokeswoman for Hawley 
said Gardner has jurisdiction. In a 
statement, Gardner said she would 
launch an investigation. 

The alleged incident occurred at 
Greitens’ home in the Central West 
End. 

“The serious allegations against 
Missouri Governor Eric Greitens are 
very troubling. After further consid- 
eration, I have decided to launch a 
formal investigation,’ Gardner said. 

“It is essential for residents of the 
City of St. Louis and our state to have 
confidence in their leaders. They 
must know that the Office of the Cir- 
cuit Attorney will hold public officials 
accountable in the same manner as 
any other resident of our city. Both 
parties and the people of St. Louis 
deserve a thorough investigation of 
these allegations.” 

Greitens’ attorney, James Bennett, 
called the allegations “false” and said 
they are being advanced by the gov- 
ernor’s political adversaries. 

“The governor is very confident he 
will be cleared in any investigation. 


See GREITENS °» Page A10 


THE RECORDING 


A recording of a conversation between 
aman and his then-wife describes 

her March 2015 encounter with Eric 
Greitens. It includes explicit language. 
stitoday.com 


EDITORIAL ° BLIND AMBITION 


Greitens falls victim to his own 
relentless ego, will and ambition. A14 


EDITORIAL ¢ DEEP POLITICAL HOLE 


Brutal governor asks for compassion. 
He should expect none. A14 
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BY ED O’KEEFE, ERICA WERNER AND JOSH DAWSEY 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON e Immigration talks on Capitol 
Hill foundered Thursday after the White House 
and some GOP lawmakers rejected a tentative 
deal from a bipartisan Senate group — and Pres- 
ident Donald Trump made incendiary remarks 
about people from developing countries. 

In a midday immigration meeting with senators 


See TRUMP « Page A7 
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NSA spying 
program 
expected 
to win new 


BY KAROUN DEMIRJIAN AND JOSH DAWSEY 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON « Senate leaders are planning to 
send to the president’s desk next week a bill to re- 
authorize the government’s authority to conduct 
foreign surveillance on U.S. soil, despite oppo- 
sition from privacy advocates and mixed mes- 
sages from President Donald Trump himself, who 


questioned his administration’s support for the 


approval 


See NSA Page A7 
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Armed patient fatally shot by guards « a4 


Medicaid work requirement approved « A12 
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Local brewer is awarded EPA prize « B1 
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